
Dr. Sexson is a practicing pediatrician and bioethicist.  With 28 years of service in the Air Force, he is 

keenly aware of the ethics of stigma and bias as it relates to the international community.  Currently a 

Professor of Pediatrics at Emory University School of Medicine, Dr. Sexson has a Master of Arts in 

Bioethics (Emory, 2014).   For his work in bioethics locally and on a state level, he received the Hero in 

Healthcare Ethics Award from The Health Care Ethics Consortium of Georgia.  He was recently (2016) 

recognized as “Humanitarian of the Year” by Emory University’s Department of Pediatrics.   

He has been continuously engaged with the Georgia Chapter of the AAP for 25 years as a legislative 

advocate and bioethicist with a focus on community engagement in health equity, and social justice 

and responsibility.  Between 1992 and 1996 he served as the Chapter Vice-president and subsequently 

Chapter President.  For his efforts for children during this time the Chapter won AAP awards as the 

Outstanding Large Chapter and Chapter of Excellence. 

He served as Associate Dean for Clinical Services at Grady for 17 years leading approximately 1,000 

Emory personnel and trainees on the Grady Hospital campus each day.  Since 1989, he has chaired the 

Grady Memorial Hospital Ethics Committee and has been personally involved in well over 1000 case 

consultations.   This committee is one of the busier such committees in the USA, doing between 200-

250 consultations each year.  Approximately 9 year ago, he was successful in working with Emory’s 

Office of the President in developing a collaborative, inter-professional ethics and social justice 

program across all 9 schools and colleges within the university. This program (the Urban Health 

Initiative or UHI), deals with the social determinants of health, health equity and community engaged 

social justice as part of Emory’s commitment to being an “ethically engaged” university.  Currently he is 

developing an initiative on “Engaged Professionalism” which addresses the very basic commitment 

that every professional (physicians, nurses, lawyers, public health professionals, business, etc.) makes 

to “duty and caring beyond self.”  For the past year Dr. Sexson has been engaged in conversations with 

the Director of the Center for Ethics in the development of a “Center for Ethics and Social 

Responsibility,” which would provide a sustainable focus to these key ethical, professional and justice 

issues. 

Beyond merely doing ethics in a clinical setting, Dr. Sexson is at the Capitol on a daily to weekly basis 

advocating for children and working with the executive and legislative branch entities to address 

substantial issues with negatively impact the well-being of children.  He has also worked internationally 

doing ethics and clinic operations advocacy.  He has been in 9 foreign countries across Europe, Asia and 

the Middle East lecturing on ethics, advocacy and clinical care, while trying to improve access to care as 

well as maternal child mortality and morbidity in these countries.  He has conducted and participated 

in a number of different national and international symposia on neonatal and pediatric ethics.    

His commitment to service beyond self is also seen in the Atlanta community where he helped to 

organize a band (he does vocals and plays guitar and ukulele) which does local fund raising—with over 

~$350,000 having been raised in the past 10 years.   

 


